


United States is 
identified in 

prophecy 

was given unto him to continue forty and two 
months. 6 And he opened his mouth in blas­
phemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and 
h i s  t abernac le ,  a n d  them t h a t  dwe l l  in  
heaven. 7 And i t  was given unto him to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome them: and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world. 

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 1 O He 
that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he 
that l<illeth with the sword must be killed with the 
sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints. 

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of 
the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he 
spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the 
power of the first beast before him, and causeth the 
earth and them which dwell therein to worship the 
first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13 

Following his vision of the beast from 
the sea, John saw another animal, this 
one "coming up out of the earth." Later 
passages in the Book 9f Revelation de­
scribe this beast as a "false prophet," a 
highly successful impostor (see Revela­
tion 16:13, 14; 19:20). At least four points 
identify this beast. 

lamblike, innocent, even Christian in 
appearance. Those who founded the 
United States based the nation's Con­
stitution on two great principles, civil 
and religious liberty. These two princi­
ples are inseparably connected with the 
republican form of government, which 

allows the people to rule through their 
chosen representatives, and the Protes­
tant understanding of the principle of 
religious liberty. 

According to John's prophecy, the 
United States is to play a central role in 
Satan's final attempt to destroy God's 

1. Time of rise. The beast from the
earth must arise at the end of the 1260-

. year rule of the beast from the sea (verse . 
12). In addition, in its final dragonlike 
stage it is contemporary with the resur­
rected phase of the sea beast (verse 14). 
Thus,,it must begin about 1798 and rule 
until Jesus' second coming (see Revela­
tion 19:20). 

2. Place of rise. The first beast of Reve­
lation 13 and all the beasts mentioned in 
Daniel 7 arose from the "sea," which, 
according to Revelation 17:15, repre­
sents "peoples" and "nations." In obvi­
ous contrast, the second beast men­
tioned in Revelation 13 comes up from 
the earth-a term used -in chapter 12 to 
indicate a sparsdy populated, wilder­
ness region (verse 11; cf Revelation 
12:16). The original Greek word used in 
verse 11 and translated "coming up" in­
dicates that John saw this power spring­
ing up like a plant. 

Only one nation, or power, fits these 
first two specifications: the United 
States of America. It alone, of all the 
major world powers, emerged in the late 
1700s in a wilderness area. 

3. Influence. The animal from the
earth exercises a worldwide influence. 
The whole world follows its example 
(see verses 12, 16, 17). Again the specifi­
cation fits the United States. 

4. Apparent nature. Throughout the
Book of Revelation the figure of the lamb 
represents Jesus Christ. The lamb is an 
,innocent, peaceful animal-a sharp con­
trast to the beasts that represent the 
powers used by Satan. The animal from 
the earth, strangely, has "two horns like 
a lamb"-it appears on first sight to be 
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The "two horns like a lamb'1 (verse. 11) may be understood as the two
notable fea.tures of the United States system of government, civil and 
religious liberty. These two unique rights.are guaranteed to all residents 
America in the Constitution of the United States. 
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should be killed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of 
men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the 
earth by the means of those miracles which he had 
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them 
that dwell on the earth, that they should make an 
image to the beast, which had the wound by a 
sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give 
life unto the image of the beast, that the image of 
the beast should both speak, and cause that as 
many as would not worship the image of the beast 

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in 
their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that 
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name. 

The United 
States becomes 
dominated by 
the church 

people and so thwart His eternal pur­
pose. To do this it must undergo a 
change, a remarkable change. Notice 
what will happen to the United States. 

1. It will speak as a dragon (verse 11). A
country "speaks," or expresses itself, 
through legislative processes. This 
prophecy predicts that America will

enact some law which will support the 
resurrected first beast, the Papacy, and 
in so doing it will manifest the very 
spirit of Satan, the dragon. 

2. Through actual persecution it will
require all men in some manner to wor­
ship or pay homage to the Roman 
Catholic church-state (verse 12; cf verses 
2, 5). 

3. It will deceive the inhabitants of the 
earth_ through miracles, as it tries to get 
them to make an "image to the beast" 
(verses 13, 14; cf Revelation 16:13, 14; 
Matthew 24:24; 1 Timothy 4:1). Thus 
America will become the focal point of a 
great counterfeit religious revival in 
which spiritualism is to play a promi­
nent role. 

4. It will create an image of the beast
(verse 15). Two powers combined to 
form the original beast: the republic of 
Rome and the apostate early Christian 
church. The first beast arose as a union 
of church and state. In like manner, 
when the religious bodies of America 
join forces to secure government sup­
port to enforce their beliefs, the republic 
of the United States will thereby create 
an "image" of the original beast. 

5. It will create this image through
legislation, causing all men to worship 
the beast through homage to its reli­
gious teachings (verse 15). Ultimately 
this oppressive legislation will involve a 
death penalty for dissenters. 

6. It will use economic pressures to
force men to identify themselves with 
the "mark" of the beast, either by their 
actions ("in their right hand") or by ac­
tual mental assent ("in their fore­
heads"). 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath under­
standing count the number of the beast: for it is the 
number of a man; and his number is Six hundred 
threescore and six. 

The Book of Revelation presents sev­
eral points that identify this important 
mark and its nature. First, it will involve 
worship. Those who receive it worship 
the beast (verse 8; cf Revelation 14:9). 
Second, it is something upon which 
nearly all professed Christians, 
Catholics and Protestants alike, will 
agree. Third, those who receive it are 
contrasted in Revelation 14:9-12 with 
those who keep the commandments of 
God. Thus, the mark involves an at­
tempt to disregard God's law. 

Long ago the prophet Daniel declared 
that the "little horn" (the same power as 
the beast from the sea described in Reve­
lation 13:1-10) would "think to change 
times and laws" (Daniel 7:25). In par­
ticular the apostate Roman Papacy has 
"thought" to change the fourth com­
mandment of God's law by substituting 
worship on the first day of the week, 
Sunday, for God's appointed day of 
worship, the seventh-day Sabbath. 
Moreover it presents this change as a 
mark of its ecclesiastical authority. 

Numerous Catholic catechisms rec­
ognize this fact. For instance, Peter 
Geiermann's, The Convert's Catechism of 
Catholic Doctrine (1957 ed), says, 

"Q. Which is the Sabbath day? 

"A. Saturday is the Sabbath day. 
"Q. Why do we observe Sunday instead 

of Saturday? 

"A. We observe Sunday instead of 
Saturday because the Catholic Church 
transferred the solemnity from Saturday 
to Sunday." 

The only religion that leads to God is 
that which comes from God. He alone is 
the source of truth and light and righ­
teousness. That religion which springs 
forth from the mind of fallen men is sin. 
It is the very essence of the man of sin to 
place himself above God, to exalt the 
creature over the Creator, to attempt .to 
"improve" the law of self-sacrificing 
love that represents the character of 
God. And so the mark of the beast is a 

creation of man-the man of sin. 
When Sunday observance is enforced 

by law, then the issues will be clearly 
drawn between the religion of God and 
that which comes from man. Only then, 
with the issues thus clearly drawn, will 
Sunday observance become the mark of 
the beast. Those who then accept this 
mark will also accept the "name," or 
character, of the beast and the "number 
of a man." This number, 666, is emi­
nently man's number. Six falls short of 
seven, the number of completeness and 
perfection. While the seventh-day Sab­
bath is God's own sign of His completed 
work, the number six represents that 
which falls short. 

Only those who accept God's mark, 
the Sabbath-the sign of His authority 
as Creator and Rightful Sovei_eign of 
earth-and who trust fully in the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus Christ will escape 
the great delusion connected with the 
mark of the beast. 

Revelation 12 and 13 present Satan on 
the offensive, deceiving all mankind 
and gathering his forces for the great 
final battle between himself and Christ. 
Through the false lamb (Revelation 
13:11-18), Satan will bring about his su­
preme deception as he exalts the religion 
arising from the creature over that which 
comes from God .. 

Revelation 14 presents a decided con­
trast, for it describes the True Lamb, 
Jesus Christ, and His followers, the 
144,000, the "remnant" against whom 
Satan will war (see Revelation 12:17). 

This chapter brings together three 
great Old Testament themes connected 
with God's covenant: the final judg­
ment, or antitypical Day of Atonement; 
the gathering of Israel and the nations to 
the final eschatological war; and the 
promise of a bounteous harvest follow­
ing the latter rain, which ripens the seed 
to perfection. These themes also con­
verge in the Book of Joel, upon which 
much of Revelation 14 is based. 
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