THE
TRIUMPHS

THEIR

In the vision of the four angels hold-
. ing in check the symbolic winds of the
earth til ess

its work, the prophet hears a voice
giving the number sealed. "And I heard
the number of them which were sealed:
and there were sealed an hundred and
forty and four thousand of all the tribes
of the children of Israel," Revelation
7?14, The following verses describe the
sealing of twelve thousand out of each
of the twelve tribes,

We must not <forget that the sealing
message 18 located between the breaking of
the sixth and seventh seals, or. just be~
fore the second advent of Christ, The
prophecy under consideration, therefore,
meets its fulfillment many generaticns
after the dispersion of Israel, when the
identity of the twelve tribes has long
since become impossible. Even at the
beginning of the Christian era, the
tribes had so completely lost their iden-
tity that they were indistinguishable
because of- generatlons of intermarri-
‘age, captivity, and persecution,

& SPIRITUAL ISRAEL
The only conclusion possible is that

our text applies to spir and not
to literal Israel, While it is impossi-
ble for humen beings to divide Christi-
ans into twelve divisions, according to
their characteristios, Christ, the .su~
preme Head of the church, kunows where
every member of His body belongs; and in
the book of life, or the family record,
they are doubtless enrolled under the
tribe or nation to which they belong,

The term “Israel” had 1its origin the
night Jacob wrestled with the angel,
when, because his character was changed,
God changed his nawe from Jacob, the de=
ceiver and supplanter, to Israel, a
prince of God and overcomer--onz who
prevails with God and man, (See Genesis
3212“-28.)

The terms "Israsl® and "Christien® acs

therefore synonymous, for all true Isra=
lites are Christians and all true Chrisi-
ians are Israelites, or sons of God, Of
course, all who claim to be Christians
are not Christians; likewise, all who
claim t> be Israelites are not princes
of God, as Paul declared: "They are not
all Israel, which are of Israel,” and
"he is not a Jew, which is one outward-
1ly:,,.but he is a Jew whioh is one in-
wardly,” Romans 936; 2:28,29,

iIn omans 11:17--26, the true Israsl
of all ages is represented as a tame and
fruitful olive tree, and the Gentiles as
a wild olive tree. Some of the natural
branches, or the decendants of Abraham,
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were broken off because of unbelief; and
branches from the wild olive tree were
grafted into their place? these, partak-
ing "of the root and fatness" of the Is-
rael stock, yleld the fruit of the tame
olive, “contrary to nature.” The con-
clusion of Paul's arguement is, “and so
all Israel shall be saved.”

THE TWELVE TRIBES

In his letter to the Galatian church,

Paul declared: "If ye be Christ‘'s, then
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs accord-
ing to the promise.” Galations 3:29. He
also stated that all who are now crea-
tures in Christ Jesus are of "the Israel
of God." Chapter 6115,16,

That the ohureh of Christ, even in
its militant state, is divided in to
twelve tribes, or natlions, is evident
from the opening statement of the epistle
"James, a servant of God and
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve
tribes which are scattered atroad, greet-
ing,"” That the contents of this letter
were intended for spiritual Israel and
not for the Jews is evident even to the
casual reader, The fifth chapter is
essentially a last--day prophecy, and
showd that the epistle was written for
the special benefit of the chuich of the
last generation, which would witness the
return of Christ to eatablish His king-
don of glory.

N IR N R R N - B A

In ancient times the fermer was required to

bring the Srst sheaf of his crop to the eanctu- -

ary. This was cslled “the first fruits.” The

144,000 are also called “the first fruits upto
God, snd %0 the Lamb.”

144,000
AND

REWARD

The evidence 1s also conclusive that
the church triumphant will retain this
twelve-tribe division, In answer to Pe-
ter's question, "Behold, we have forsa-
ken all, and followed Thee; what shall
we have therefore?" Jesus answered:
"Verily I say unto you, That ye which
have followed Me, in the regeneration

“when the Son of man shall sit in the

throne of His glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
trives of Israel." Matthew 19:2?,28.

The celestrial city, the New Jerr ‘s~
lem, through whose pearly gates will
pass the redeemed of all ages(Revelat.on
22114) regardless of their earthly na-
tionality, rests upon twelve foundations
on which are emblazoned the names of the
twelve apostles who will reign as judges,
or kings, over the twelve nations of
overcomers i n earth's warfare. (See
Revelation 21,22,)

The saved of all ages are declared. to
be "so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by
the seashore innumerable,"” Hebrews it
12, On the other hand, -the €147 seal-

a: ¥ 00
divided into twelve companies of 12,000
each, Who are they? and what is their
relation to the twelve apostles and the
twelve tribes?

OCCUPY HIGH POSITIONS

Tuis speclal company became qualified
+o stand next to Christ bherause of the
trylng experlences +through which they |
have passed in their warfare with the
hosts of evil in the final desperate
charge ageinst the remnant of the church
militant, (See Revelation 12:17,) 1In
ruling themselves and in conguering sin,
they have demonstrated their ability to
rule, They have gotten the victory over
avery known sin, and are “without fault
before the throne of God." But few
saints in the world's history have ever
reached such a high standard of perfec-~
tion of character and Imowledge of His
sruth. Their loyalty to the principles
of God's goverament has been tested to
the utmost, and is above question. They
can now be entrusted with responsibili-
ties in the kingdom of Christ and of the
twelve nations of Israel,

The Christian church began its his-
tory under the leadership of twelve men,
whe, during the ten days of prayer,study
and confession of sin in the upper room,
reached a standard of perfection in har-
mony with their perfection of faith,
They had "the faith of Jesus." They were
"of” one accord” for the first time in
their lives, and had gotten the victory
ever every kmown s8in, so that they no
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longer grieved the Holy Spirit, who
sealed tnem “unto the ‘day of redemp-
tion." (See Ephesians 43130) Since they

were sealed for the kingdom, the Holy
Spirit was given to them without meas-
ure, and Pentecost was the result. The
early rain followed the upper-room ex-
perience that brought to them the seal
of God's approval,

THE GREAT OUTPOURING

The early rain was but a local shower
compared with the latter rain which is
poured out on all flesh to ripsn the

spel in for the fin est. The
reaping message is to go to "every na-
tion. and kindred, and tongue, and peo-
ple.” (See Revelation 1l416--14,)
twelve men were sealed for leadership by
the Spirit in the beginning of the gos-
pel proclamation under the early rain,
ixelve groups of men, of 12,000 each,
w11l be sealed by the Spirit for Leader-

hip in he Ioud cry during the
latter rain, As the 144,000 reach the
standard o f perfection of character
corresponding to their perfection of
faith, "the faith which was once deliv-
ered unto the szintis,” they are sealed
for the kingdom, and h glve

hat calls God's le out

the loud cry thet calls God's people out
spiritual Bebylon and completes the
gospel harvest, (Revelation 1811-5.)
Toe 144,000 are declared to be "th
firgt fruits unto God 2nd to "
Revelation i434, In ancient Israel each
farmer was required to bring the first
sheaf of his crop to the sanctuary, and
present it to the priest: This was

called the "first fruits” of the harvest,

and was .dedicated to the sanctuary and

the service of the priests, and was de~-

Posiiusd "before the altar of the lord,"
He waa then privileged to put in the
the fin t t
nl e_en-
See Exodus 23:19; Leviticus
25:10; Deuteronomy 2611-11, )

i "

All the services of the Mosaic sanc~
tuary were typical of the plan of salva=-
tion and the priestly service of Christ,
The ofifering of the firgt fruits must
bave an antitype in the reaping of the

1 est, "The harvest 1s
the end of the world,"” declared Jesus,
Just before the yorld-harvest is gather-
ed and when it is ﬂite already to har-
vegt," a “"first fruits” sheaf will be
gathered and presented to the priest of
the heavenly sanctuary to be dedicated
to His service, The
the antitypical harvest are plainly de-
clared to be the 144,000; this yill be
the first sheaf only of the entire gos-
pel crop, In the type, the"first fruits”
was not only the first in point of time
tut also in quality, The best of the
harvest must be selected, or "the choice
fruits,” Thus the 144,000 are not only
the first of the final harvest, tut its
choice fruits; for "they are without
fault before the throne of God,"
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SIGNS of the TIMES

THE INNUMERABLE HOSTS

After describing the 144,000, the re-
velator continued: "After this I beheld,
and, lo, a great mmltitude, which no man
could number, of all nations and kin-
dreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in
their hands; and cried with a loudvoice,
saying, Salvation to our God which sit-
teth upon the throne, and unto the Iamb,"
Revelation 719,10,

ri th ainder of
Thelr knowledge, ex-
perience, and tests of loyalty are far
less than the standard reached by the
144,000, who are qualified for a.special
work as "kings and priests" unto God and
the Lamb,

J e _the rea of the vast
harvest of the earth, the 1 4000, or
b ts," 8 ent to

Christ, the great High Priest of the
heavenly sanctuary, and dedicated to a
special service before the throne of God,
"Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve Him day end night in His
templetand He that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them.'Revelation 7115,

This 4is in accord with the promise

Christ makes to those who accept the Ia-
odicean mesgege, snd aTe purified by it

“To him that overcometh will I grant to
sit with Me in My throne even as I also
overcame, and am set down with My Father
in His throne.”

Surely the lord holds out a gloriour
reward to those who accept the sealiny.
message and reach the high standards re-
quired for enumeration in the special
company who stand with the Iamb on Mount
Zion, go with Him "whithersoever He go-
eth," and assist Hip in the administra-
tion of the kingdom of glory. Is any
sacrifice too great for such a priceless
privilege?

>~ B—G—f—f—G—o—o

The sense of sin has polsoned the
springs of 1life. But Christ says, "I
will take your sins; I will give you
peace, I have bought you with My blood.
You are mine. My grace shall strengthen
your weakened will; your remorse for sin
I %111 remove.” When temptations assail
you, when care and perplexity surround
you, when, depressed and discouraged,
you are ready to yleld to despair, look
to Jesus, and the darlmess that encom-
passes you will be despelled by the
bright shining of His presence,

When sin struggles for the mastery in

- your.soul, and burdens the conscience,

look to the Saviour, His grace is suf-
ficient to subdue sin, Let your grate-
ful heart, trembling with uncertainty,
turn to Him,--E, G, White,
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followmg reasons:
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MY FAVORITE TEXT 2nd WHY . i
“Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shail

the sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8: 14.

Frepericxk W. STtrRAY
Moncton, New _Brunuwick

H1S has been my favorite text for the
A Christian ex-

above text, which, of course, included
an explanation of the eighth and ninth

"first fruits" of.

perience in my youth as a church mem-
ber was followed by a falling away, rc-
sulting in deism between my twenty-first
and twenty-ninth years, with no faith in
the Bible, Christ, or the church. Then
came a Seventh-day Adventist colporteur
who visited my home cvery Saturday
evening during the fall. winter, and
spring of 1902 and 1903, giving to us a
Bible study.

I was a bit interested in the reasons
given for seventh-day observauce, and
considerably interested in the prophecies
concerning the papacy, of which I, had
always heen’ entirely ignorant, thongh T
had been a diligent studemt of church
history in my vouth.

[Towever, none of these things moved
me until we came to the stwdy of the

chapters of Daniel, proving conclusively
the foretelling of the very year of the
baptism and the crucifixion of -Christ.

As I studied this subject, a tremendous
conviction came upon me that the Bible
was the inspired word of God, and Jesus
of Nazareth the Saviour of the world
This conviction decpened with me for
months, and some way always centered
in the text quoted. The call to personal
consecration, holiness, and preparation
for our Lord's return is in the rclated
text of ringing .invitation,
and give glory to Ilim; for the hour of
1lis judgment is come : and worship llim
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.”  Revela-
tion 14:7.

“Fear God. |
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